Happy Birthday Church.  That’s right.  Today is the church’s birthday – The Day of Pentecost.  Pentecost is a feast of the universal Church, which commemorates the Descent of the Holy Ghost upon the Apostles.  It falls fifty days after the Resurrection of Christ, on the ancient Jewish festival called the "feast of weeks".  Whitsunday as it is also known comes from the white garments which were worn by those who were baptized during the vigil.  The word Pentecost is the Greek word for "the fiftieth".  This is the fiftieth day after Easter.
What was it like for the Apostles on that first Pentecost?  They could hear foreigners speaking in their native languages and yet understanding it as if hearing it in their own language?  It must have been exciting and frightening all at the same time.  We can probably understand how some thought that people were drinking alcohol in the morning hours.  What else would explain this crazy behavior?  People were speaking in ‘tongues’ and yet those listening could understand it all.  Tongues of fire were resting on each person following an incredible rush of wind.  It must have been overwhelming to those present.
What was it like for you when you heard Today’s Epistle in English, but then it changed to one language and then another and another?  Did you listen differently to the Epistle when it was a language other than English?  How did it sound when the last three verses were read again in English?
What do we think when we hear people in the market converse with each other in a language other than English?  Do we wish we could learn their language so we could understand them?  Do we wish they would speak English so we could understand them?  Have you ever heard a mother speak to a daughter in Spanish and the daughter answer the Mother in English?  Was it confusing to only understand half of the conversation?
How does it feel to have someone teach you a new language?  What is it like the first time you can answer in that new language?  Does it become more natural the more you speak and listen in that language?  Are you able to communicate with a family member who speaks another language fluently?  If so, do you share a special bond with them when speaking in the same language?
We learn language very differently when we are children then we do once we are older.  Often families will have a grandparent teach a child their native language (other than English) when they are young so that it will be easier for them to pick it up and become fluent in that language.  Once we are over the age of 10 it’s a different process to learn a new language – a much harder process.  American schools now are trying to begin teaching foreign languages starting in elementary school.   European schools routinely learn other languages.  Most students speak several fluently by the time they graduate high school. 
No matter what languages we learn in our lifetime, we can always communicate with God and God can always communicate with us.  In the Old Testament reading today we heard about how those building the towel of Babel, worked together to grab the glory for themselves.  They thought if they built a tower to the heavens they could be like God.  God didn’t like that and mixed up the languages so they couldn’t continue on their path of self glorification.
In contrast, the Epistle reading has people speaking in their own languages, but being understood by those around them.  Another noticeable difference between the readings is that in the Acts reading the people are talking about the glory of God and God’s deeds of power.  They are all hearing about these deeds of power and understanding them even if they are proclaimed in a new language.
Today we welcome the newly baptized to our church.  That baby will grow up in this church hearing what message we proclaim to them.  We can very clearly communicate God’s deeds of power to this new person of our church and welcome them into our family of Christ Church and the worldwide fellowship of saints past, present, and future.  Welcome to our family – welcome to our birthday celebration!
